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Course Description 

 
Throughout the US History curriculum students will be able to construct compelling questions and 

determine the proper sources that can help answer those questions.  They will apply a variety of historical 

thinking skills that include analysis of historical events for change, continuity and context.  They will 

identify various perspectives in history, understanding of the importance of diversity, and 

interpretinghistorical sources to be used as evidence in their arguments.  Finally they will be able to draw 

their own conclusions from a solid base of historical inquiry and research. 

 

 

Course Resources 
➢ Out of Many: A History of the American People AP Edition 

Supplemental Texts & websites 

➢ Taking Sides: Clashing Views in United States History Volume 1  (US I) & 2 (US II) 

➢ New York Times Upfront: http://upfront.scholastic.com/ 

➢ Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History https://www.gilderlehrman.org/  

➢ Hamilton Education Program 

➢ University of Virginia Center for Politics: Youth Leadership Initiative: 

www.youthleadership.net  

➢ Stanford History Education Group: Reading Like a Historian: https://sheg.stanford.edu/   

➢ Amistad Commission https://www.njamistadcurriculum.net  

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

➢ Council for Economic Education www.econedlink.org   

➢ Discovery Education (video clips to support Stanford History Education Group lessons 

 

Pacing Guide 

 

Unit Titles  Time Frame  

Unit One: Review of USI Special Focus on 

Gilded Age  

6 Weeks  

Unit Two:  The Great Depression and 

World War II    

 

5 Weeks  

Unit Three:  Postwar United States:  Cold 

War (1945-the Early 1970’s) 

5 Weeks  

Unit Four:  Postwar United States:  Civil 

Rights and Social Change (1945-1970’s)    

5 Weeks  

Unit Five:  Contemporary United States:  

Domestic Policies (1970’s-Present)  

5 Weeks  

Unit Six:  Contemporary United States:  

International Policies and Interconnected 

5 Weeks  

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.youthleadership.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/
https://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/
http://www.econedlink.org/


Global Society (1970-Today) 

Unit Seven:  Individual Research Projects 4 Weeks  

 

 

 

Unit 1 – Review of US I; Special Focus on the Gilded Age   

Six Weeks  

 

Unit Overview  

Students will examine the connections between the development of Industry, labor movements, 

immigration and urbanization in the United States and explain the crucial role they play in forming 

American identity. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

 

➢ How are some people rich and some poor? 

➢ How do people move from one country to another, or within a country? 
 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ *Students will examine the connections between the development of Industry, labor movements, 

immigration and urbanization in the United States and explain the crucial role they play in 

forming American identity. 

 

Technology Infusion 

 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.5.a Assess the impact of governmental efforts to regulate industrial and financial 

systems in order to provide economic stability. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.5.a Analyze the economic practices of corporations and monopolies regarding the 

production and marketing of goods, and determine the positive or negative impact of these 

practices on individuals and the nation and the need for government regulations. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.6.a Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair business 

practices and political corruption and in promoting social justice.  



➢ 6.1.12.B.6.b Compare and contrast issues involved in the struggle between the unregulated 

development of natural resources and efforts to conserve and protect natural resources during the 

period of industrial expansion. 

 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 2 New Nation:  The Great Depression and World War II  

Five Weeks  

 

Overview  

Students will make sense of the changing social, economic, technological and political landscape of the 

30s  and debate their long lasting effects. Students will examine the US transformation into a global 

superpower and interpret the foreign and domestic conflicts that emerged from the beginnings of World 

War II.  

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How do people move and what is the impact of colonization? 

➢ How can growth lead to conflict? 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


➢ How were the lives of women, African-Americans, and Native Americans affected during this 

time in history?  

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ *Students will understand the notion of the changing social, economic, technological and  

political landscape of the 30s  and debate their long lasting effects.  

➢ Students will examine the US transformation into a global superpower and interpret the foreign 

and domestic conflicts that emerged from the beginnings of World War II.  

 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.9.a Analyze how the actions and policies of the United States government contributed to 

the Great Depression. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.9.b Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American family, migratory 

groups, and ethnic and racial minorities.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.10.a Evaluate the arguments regarding the role of the federal government during the 

New Deal era.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.10.b Assess the effectiveness of governmental policies enacted during the New Deal 

period (i.e., the FDIC, NLRB, and Social Security) in protecting the welfare of individuals. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.10.b Compare and contrast the economic ideologies of the two major political parties 

regarding the role of government during the New Deal and today 

➢ 6.1.12.A.11.b Compare and contrast different perspectives about how the United States should 

respond to aggressive policies and actions taken by other nations at this time. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.11.c Determine if American policies regarding Japanese internment and actions against 

other minority groups were a denial of civil rights.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.11.c Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, and 

other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism despite the discrimination 

they experienced in the military and workforce. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of international 

organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and describe the subsequent 

impact of these organizations 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 



➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 3 – Postwar United States:  Cold War (1945 to the Early 1970’s) 

Five Weeks  

 

Overview  

Students will analyze America's transformation into a global superpower and interpret the foreign and 

domestic conflicts that emerged from the beginnings of World War II through the end of the Cold War. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How are the responsibilities of a Superpower determined? 

➢ How were domestic conflicts identified? 

➢ How did the domestic conflicts appear at the beginning of World War II to the end of the Cold 

War?   

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

 

➢ Students will analyze America's transformation into a global superpower and interpret the foreign 

and domestic conflicts that emerged from the beginnings of World War II through the end of the 

Cold War. 

➢ *Students will evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender 

preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the workplace, 

politics, and society.  

 

 

 

 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


Technology Infusion 

 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.12.a Analyze ideological differences and other factors that contributed to the Cold War 

and to United States involvement in conflicts intended to contain communism, including the 

Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.12.b Analyze efforts to eliminate communism, such as McCarthyism, and their impact 

on individual civil liberties.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.12.c Evaluate how the development of nuclear weapons by industrialized countries and 

developing countries affected international relations.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.12.d Compare and contrast American public support of the government and military 

during the Vietnam War with that of other conflicts.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.12.e Analyze the role that media played in bringing information to the American public 

and shaping public attitudes toward the Vietnam War. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender 

preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the workplace, 

politics, and society.  

 

 Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

 

 

Unit 4 – Postwar United States:  Civil Rights and Social Change (1945-1970’s)  

Six Weeks  

 

Overview  

Students will describe the emergence of the modern civil rights movement as well as domestic policies 

such ranging from the New Frontier to the Great Society. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     

 

Essential Questions 

➢ How did the modern civil rights movement impact social change from 1945-1970’s? 

➢ How were domestic policies vital to the time period?  

➢ How did the lives of Black Americans change throughout this period?  

Essential Learning Outcomes 

 

➢ *Students will describe the emergence of the modern civil rights movement as well as domestic 

policies such ranging from the New Frontier to the Great Society. 

➢ * Students will explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures (e.g., the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights 

➢ *Students will evaluate the effectiveness of social legislation that was enacted to end poverty in 

the 1960s and today by assessing the economic impact on the economy (e.g., inflation, recession, 

taxation, deficit spending, employment, education). 

 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 

decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title 

VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting 

civil liberties and equal opportunities.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic measures (e.g., the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the struggle for civil and human rights 



➢ 6.1.12.C.13.c Evaluate the effectiveness of social legislation that was enacted to end poverty in 

the 1960s and today by assessing the economic impact on the economy (e.g., inflation, recession, 

taxation, deficit spending, employment, education). 

➢ 6.1.12.D.13.c Analyze the successes and failures of women’s rights organizations, the American 

Indian Movement, and La Raza in their pursuit of civil rights and equal opportunities. 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 5 – Contemporary United States:  Domestic Policies (1970-Present)   

Five Weeks  

Overview  

Students will describe the Political and Economic developments at the End of the Twentieth Century 

including but not limited to The New Right and the Reagan revolution, as well as, demographic changes: 

surge of immigration after 1965, Sunbelt migration, and the graying of America. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How is the role domestic economy defined? 

➢ How do we distribute what is evident? 

➢ How have Americans changed demographically from the 1070’s to present day? 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ Students will describe the Political and Economic developments at the End of the Twentieth 

Century including but not limited to The New Right and the Reagan revolution. 

➢ Students will explore the demographic changes: surge of immigration after 1965, Sunbelt 

migration, and the graying of America. 

 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding 

spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.14.b Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes of continuing urban 

tensions and violence.  
➢ 6.1.12.A.14.e Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the process by which national, state, and 

local officials are elected and vote on issues of public concern. 

➢ 6.1.12.A.14.h Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the 

individual against the need for national security. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.14.c Analyze economic trends, income distribution, labor participation (i.e., employment, 

the composition of the work force), and government and consumer debt and their impact on 

society.  

➢ 6.1.12.C.14.d Relate the changing manufacturing, service, science, and technology industries and 

educational opportunities to the economy and social dynamics in New Jersey. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.14.a Determine the relationship between United States domestic and foreign policies 

➢ 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, public opinion, and 

political decisions. 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 



➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

Unit 6 – Contemporary United States:  International Policies and Interconnected Global 

Society (1970-Today)   

Five Weeks  

Overview  

Students will make sense of the changing social, economic, technological and political landscape of the 

past two plus decades and discuss America’s present responsibilities both at home and abroad. 

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

Essential Questions 

➢ How was America’s role in a global economy defined? 

➢ How does war appear; look like? Terrorism /cyber warfare? 

➢ How does economy play a role in going into combat?  

 

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ Students will make sense of the changing social, economic, technological and political landscape 

of the past two plus decades and discuss America’s present responsibilities both at home and 

abroad. 

 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.15.a Analyze the factors that led to the fall of communism in Eastern European 

countries and the Soviet Union, and determine how the fall influenced the global power structure.  

➢ 6.1.12.A.15.f Evaluate the effectiveness of United States policies and actions in supporting the 

economic and democratic growth of developing nations. 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


➢ 6.1.12.C.15.b Assess economic priorities related to international and domestic needs, as reflected 

in the national budget. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.15.b Compare the perspectives of other nations and the United States regarding United 

States foreign policy. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.15.c Explain how and why religious tensions and historic differences in the Middle East 

have led to international conflicts, and analyze the effectiveness of United States policy and 

actions in bringing peaceful resolutions to the region.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.15.d Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on 

individuals and government policies, and assess the effectiveness of actions taken by the United 

States and other nations to prevent terrorism. 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

Unit 7 – Individual Research Project  

Four Weeks  

Overview  
Students will be able to select an appropriate research topic and develop their own research question.  

They will then identify evidence in the form of primary & secondary sources to support their claims. 

Students are expected to use critical points in American History i.e. Civil War, Emancipation 

Proclamation, Suffrage Movement, Slave Trade, Civil Rights Movement, World War I or II.   

All lessons that align to the Amistad Curriculum will be indicated with a blue star next to the 
essential learning objectives.     
 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/


Essential Questions 
➢ How are Americans defined? 

➢ How is America’s role in the world viewed by those who are not American?  

Essential Learning Outcomes 

➢ *Students will be able to select an appropriate research topic and develop their own 

research question.   

➢ *Students will identify evidence in the form of primary & secondary sources to support 

their claims 

Technology Infusion 
➢ 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. Select and 

use applications effectively and productively.  

➢ 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

➢ 8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons 

to an original work. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

 

Standards Addressed 
➢ 6.1.12.A.15.a Analyze the factors that led to the fall of communism in Eastern European 

countries and the Soviet Union, and determine how the fall influenced the global power structure. 

6.1.12.D.6.c Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s rights, including 

the work of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and 

Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of the 19th Amendment.  
➢ 6.1.12.A.4.c Judge the effectiveness of the 13th-15thAmendments in obtaining citizenship and 

equality for African-Americans.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.10.c Explain how key individuals, including minorities and women (i.e., Mary 

McLeod Bethune, Frances Perkins, and Eleanor Roosevelt), shaped the core ideologies 

and policies of the New Deal.  
➢ 6.1.12.A.12.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 

decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title 

VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting 

civil liberties and equal opportunities.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.13.a Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement, and explain why national 

governmental actions were needed to ensure civil rights for African Americans.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.11.c Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, and 

other minority groups often expressed a strong sense of nationalism despite the discrimination 

they experienced in the military and workforce.  

 

➢ 6.1.12.A.15.f Evaluate the effectiveness of United States policies and actions in supporting the 

economic and democratic growth of developing nations. 

➢ 6.1.12.C.15.b Assess economic priorities related to international and domestic needs, as reflected 

in the national budget. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.15.b Compare the perspectives of other nations and the United States regarding United 

States foreign policy. 

➢ 6.1.12.D.15.c Explain how and why religious tensions and historic differences in the Middle East 

have led to international conflicts, and analyze the effectiveness of United States policy and 

actions in bringing peaceful resolutions to the region.  

➢ 6.1.12.D.15.d Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on 

individuals and government policies, and assess the effectiveness of actions taken by the United 

States and other nations to prevent terrorism. 



 

 

 

Differentiation 
➢ Encourage students to make transformations- use a common task or item in a different way 

➢ Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge 

➢ Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 

➢ Modeling or independent student led research   

➢ Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach 

a problem or assignment. 

➢ Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two. 

➢ Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 

➢ Use of visual aids or student led development of visual aids 

 

Assessments 
➢ Vocabulary quiz, AP Short Answer Questions 

➢ AP Free response essay 

➢ AP Document Based Questions (essay) 

➢ Multiple Choice Questions (Document Based) 

➢ Beyond the Bubble http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/  

 

 

21st Century Learning Connection 
➢ 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.2 Analyze the common traits of effective state, national, or international leaders. 

➢ 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 

people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

 

http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/

